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nationalism. 'By the help of God,' he wrote in 1819, el hope to
defeat the German Revolution just as I vanquished the conqueror
of the world.* This hope proved delusive, in spite of his most
earnest efforts to realize it The censorship did what it could to
prevent even the most indirect encouragement of national feeling.
'A hand of youthful heroes who flocked around the glorious
standard of their country3 was altered by the Censor to *a con-
siderable number of young men who voluntarily enlisted them-
selves for the public service.31 Metternich forbade Austrian
students to study in foreign universities, objected to young men
learning history or philosophy or politics, and preferred that
Austrian writers should publish their books abroad rather than
in their own country. In 1834 he harangued a Conference of
German Ministers on the evils of Liberalism, speaking of cthe
misguided attempts of factions to supersede the monarchical prin-
ciple by the modern idea of the sovereignty of the people,' and
of the Liberal party as one that 'corrupts the youth, deludes even
those of riper years, introduces trouble and discord into all the
public and private relations of life, deliberately incites the
population to cherish a systematic distrust of their rulers, and
preaches the destruction and annihilation of all that exists.9 The
assembled Ministers applauded; nevertheless the distrust of
rulers' continued to increase.
In the last years of Metternich's power, there was trouble in
Italy, trouble in Bohemia, trouble in Galicia, and trouble in
Hungary—in each case from the awakening sense of nationality.
The most serious of these was the trouble in Hungary. Hungary
had a constitution which had come down from the middle ages,
which gave power to the aristocracy in local affairs, though not in
the central government. In theory there was a Diet which was
supposed to be summoned on great occasions, but in practice it
was becoming obsolete when Hungarian nationalism revived it.
In 1825, it demanded the substitution of the Magyar language
for Latin, in which its debates were traditionally conducted; and
after a long struggle it obtained, in 1827, a promise that it should
be summoned every three years. From this time onwards, the
Government made a series of concessions to the Magyars, resist-
ing only sufficiently to encourage nationalist feeling. The patriot
Kossuth was arrested, but was released when the Diet, in 1839,
refused to grant either money or soldiers until he was set free.
A feeble effort at repression in the years 1844 to 1847 stimulated
1 Sandeman, Metternick* p. 263.

